
Governor's Children's Cabinet Network  
2010 Roundtable 

Children’s Cabinet Participants 
 
District of Columbia - Statewide Commission on Children, Youth & 
Their Families 
Eric Lerum 
Chief of Staff 
Office of the Deputy Mayor of Education 
202- 727-3636 
Eric.Lerum@dc.gov 
 
Florida - Children & Youth Cabinet 
Jim Kallinger 
Chief Child Advocate 
Executive Office of the Governor 
850-921-2015 
jim.kallinger@eog.myflorida.com 
 
Iowa - Iowa Collaboration for Youth Development (ICYD) 
Carol Behrer  
CEO 
Youth Policy Institute of Iowa  
515-727-4220 
cbehrer@ypii.org  
 
Kansas - Children's Cabinet and Trust Fund 
Jim Redmon 
Executive Director 
Kansas Children's Cabinet and Trust Fund 
785-368-7044 
James.Redmon@srs.ks.gov 
 
Maine - Governor's Children's Cabinet 
Lauren Sterling 
Staff 
Maine Governor’s Children’s Cabinet 
207-287-4349 
lauren.sterling@maine.gov 
 
Massachusetts - Child and Youth Readiness Cabinet 
Kathleen Betts  
Deputy Assistant Secretary, Children, Youth and Families 
Executive Office of Health and Human Services 
617-573-1702 
kathleen.betts@state.ma.us 
 
Maryland - Governor's Children's Cabinet 
Rosemary King Johnston 
Executive Director 
Governor's Office for Children 
410 -767-4160 
R.Johnston@goc.state.md.us 
 
New York - Governor's Children's Cabinet 
Elana Marton 
Counsel 
Council on Children and Families 
518-473-4857 
Elana.Marton@ccf.state.ny.us 

 
 
Ohio - Ohio Family and Children First (OFCF) 
Angela Sausser Short 
Director 
Ohio Family & Children First 
614-644-1506 
Angela.SausserShort@governor.ohio.gov 
 
Oregon - Commission on Children and Families 
Iris Bell 
Deputy Director 
Oregon Commission on Children and Families 
503-378-6250 
iris.bell@state.or.us 
 
Pennsylvania - Governor's Cabinet on Children and Families 
Ellen DiDomenico 
Executive Director 
Governor's Commission on Children and Families 
717-772-4131 
edidomenic@state.pa.us 
 
Tennessee - Governor's Office of Children's Care Coordination 
Jena Napier 
Governor's Office of Children's Care Coordination 
State of Tennessee 
615-741-5266 
jena.napier@tn.gov 
 
Texas - Council on Children and Families 
Sherri Hammack 
Staff 
512-424-6964 
Sherri.hammack@hhsc.state.tx.us 
 
Minnesota - Legislative Caucus on Children and Youth 
Dale Blyth 
Associate Dean and Director 
University of Minnesota 
Extension Center for Youth Development 
McNamara Alumni Center 
612-624-2188 
blyth004@umn.edu 
 
Mee Moua 
Senator, State of Minnesota 
Co-chair of the Legislative Caucus on Children and Youth  
651-296-5285 
sen.mee.moua@senate.mn 
 
Judith Kahn 
Facilitator 
Minnesota - Legislative Caucus on Children and Youth 
612-624-2188 
Jkahn55416@gmail.com 
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Youth Council Participants 
 

Minnesota Alliance With Youth 
Fayise Abrahim 
Member 
For more information contact: 
Melissa Burwell, Staff 
651-528-8561 
mburwell@mnyouth.net 
 
Philadelphia Youth Commission 
Jordan Harris 
Executive Director 
215-686-2159 
jordan.harris@phila.gov 
 
Joe Hill  
Chair 
Joseph.Hill@phila.gov  
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National Organizations & Federal Participants 
 

Presenters 
Elizabeth King  
Representative Fattah’s office 
Elizabeth.King@mail.house.gov 
 
Bruce Lesley 
President 
First Focus 
202-657-0670 
bruce@firstfocus.net 
 
Averi Pakulis 
Subcommittee on Children and Families 
Senator Christopher J. Dodd, Chairman 
Averi_Pakulis@help.senate.gov 
 
Barbara Pryor 
Senator Rockefeller’s Office 
Barbara_Pryor@rockefeller.senate.gov 
 
Roberto Rodriguez 
Domestic Policy Council 
Roberto_J._Rodriguez@who.eop.gov 
 
Alliance for Education 
Phillip Lovell 
Vice President, Federal Advocacy  
202-828-0828 
plovell@all4ed.org 
 
American Association of School Administrators* 
Sharon Adams-Taylor 
Associate Executive Director  
Children's Initiatives & Program Development 
703-875-0720 
sadams@aasa.org 
 
Bryan Joffe 
Project Director - Ready by 21, Children's Programs 
703-875-0769 
bjoffe@aasa.org 
 
Annie E. Casey Foundation 
Michael Laracy 
Director, Policy Reform and Advocacy 
410-547-6600 
mlaracy@aecf.org 
 
William O'Hare   
Senior Fellow and Director, KIDS COUNT program 
410-547-6600 
wohare@aecf.org 
 
 

American Institutes for Research 
Juliette DeSousa 
Senior Research Analyst 
American Institutes for Research  
JdeSousa@air.org 
 
David Osher 
Vice President 
American Institutes for Research 
dosher@air.org 
 
Mary Thorngren 
Senior Project Specialist 
American Institutes for Research  
mthorngren@air.org 
 
The Children's Health Fund 
Caroline DeRosa 
Senior Director, Policy and Advocacy  
212-535-9400 ext. 291 
cderosa@chfund.org 
 
Corporate Voices for Working Families* 
Dorian Friedman 
Director  
Workforce Readiness 
202-467-8135 
dfriedman@corporatevoices.org 
 
John-Anthony Meza 
Vice President, Workforce Readiness 
202-467-8141 
jmeza@cvworkingfamilies.org 
 
The Forum  for Youth Investment* 
Danielle Evennou 
Policy Associate 
202-207-3712 
danielle@forumfyi.org 
 
Ian Faigley 
Program Manager 
202-207-3334 
ian@forumfyi.org 
 
Thaddeus Ferber 
Vice President, Policy Department 
202-207-3342 
thaddeus@forumfyi.org 
 
Elizabeth Gaines 
Director, State and Local Policy 
202-207-3714 
elizabeth@forumfyi.org 
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Merita Irby 
Executive Vice President and Chief Program Officer 
202-207-3332 
merita@forumfyi.org 
 
Emily Jensen 
Policy Associate 
202-207-3717 
emily@forumfyi.org 
 
Caitlin Johnson 
Communications Manager  
202-207-3726 
caitin@forumfyi.org 
 
Kris Minor 
Vice President 
Ready By 21 Program 
202-207-3330 
kris@forumfyi.org 
 
Karen Pittman 
Chief Executive Officer and Co-founder 
202-207-3331 
karen@forumfyi.org 
 
The Hatcher Group 
Deborah Stein  
Senior Associate 
301-656-0348 
dlstein@comcast.net 
 
National Conference of State Legislatures* 
Rochelle Finzel 
Children and Families Program, NCSL 
Program Manager 
202-624-5400 
Rochell.finzel@ncsl.org 
 
National Governors Association 
Jody Grutza 
Senior Policy Analyst 
Economic, Human Services and Workforce Division NGA 
Center for Best Practices 
202-624-5253 
JGrutza@NGA.org 
 
The Search Institute* 
Gene Roehlkepartain 
Vice President 
gener@search-institute.org 
612-399-0216 
 
 
 
 

 
United Way Worldwide* 
Ayeola Fortune 
Director of Education Partnerships, Education Team  
703-836-7112 x 445   
ayeola.fortune@uww.unitedway.org 
 
Nina Sazer O'Donnell  
Vice President, Education  
703-836-7112 x 518 
ninasazar.odonnell@uww.unitedway.org 
 
*This organization is a member of the Ready by 21 National 
Partnership.  
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