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Response to Elizabeth Gaines / Children's Cabinet Network Virtual Roundtable 12/14/09

I want to thank you for your participation in the Children's Cabinet Network Virtual Roundtable last week.  I'm wondering if you could provide a few top line notes on the NM children's budget information that you shared, particularly the answer to your question about how it has been used by the cabinet. 

Response – The NM Children’s Cabinet has used funding data compiled for the state children’s budget to assess the distribution and levels of various services provided across agencies to determine overlaps, as well as gaps. One group in particular, the “Health Secretaries,” comprised of agency secretaries or their designees from the departments of Health; Human Services; Children, Youth and Families; and Public Education use the information to allow greater leveraging of state and federal resources in matters related to the health of children and youth birth to 21 in New Mexico.  In addition, the NM Legislative Finance Committee (LFC) used data collected for the children’s budget as basic information to conduct a recent program evaluation known as “Investments in Early Childhood.” The evaluation reviewed several early childhood program services provided by the Children, Youth and Families Department; Human Services Department and Public Education Department. Ultimately, the report offered various findings and recommendations related to children birth to age 5. Since the children’s budget data had already been collected and vetted by the agencies, a large amount of both agency and legislature staff time was saved in collecting and providing the necessary information to the LFC for the completion of the report. Finally, several agencies use data reported in the children’s budget report as source information to complete bill analyses during annual legislative sessions. 
If you could also share a sentence on the brief update on the NM data sharing work (that was very helpful thanks).
Response – As the entity New Mexico has tasked for coordination of data collection for the annual children’s budget, the Office of Education Accountability, located within the Department of Finance and Administration, has relied on a first generation application of an Excel-based collection template and analyses spreadsheet for creation of the report. While this application has worked well for the previous four years, it is time-consuming. Going to a web-based approach seems to be the next logical step in the evolution of the multi-agency NM children’s budget data collection. To this end, as well as other data collection goals, the state of New Mexico has submitted a grant application to the US Department of Education’s Institute of Education Sciences. If awarded, the grant will help New Mexico develop a state longitudinal data system, which among other things, will help facilitate the type of web-based funding and program data collection that characterizes the next generation approach. Such an updated web-based approach to the children’s budget data collection will result in increased efficiency and cost savings, outcomes that all states are seeking in the current fiscal environment and should be pursued as a matter of prudent public policy. 
 We want to send these things out with the materials from the event, but unfortunately, we had a malfunction with our audio recording system and were not able to capture everyone's remarks. We will shoot for getting these notes out to the network by Jan. 2. Thanks and sorry for the inconvenience.  

