Engaging All Youth
Subgroup Call

January 26, 2010

On the call:

· Jose Rodrigues, MA

· Dahlia Bousaid, MA

· Jacob Nieuwsma, IA

· Danielle Evennou, The Forum

Notes
Introductions/Icebreaker
Why is it important to engage young people in your youth council? / Why do you want to be a part of this subgroup? / What experiences can you share about this topic?
· Jose—Strengths to contribute:  diverse, broad outreach process to bring to the table, share our process with other youth councils.

· Dahlia— To accurately represent MA we need a diverse make-up; we can’t just have student body presidents / young people who are already highly engaged.  It’s great to also have young people with experiences with public systems.

· Jacob—Reach out to more people to gain more ideas and learn from other councils, how to engage more young people.

· Jose—Council should be a representation of MA overall, not specific to one group or topic, this way the council can help more people.

· Jacob—SIYAC uses email, Facebook group, and Twitter.  Engaging youth depends on young people knowing what’s happening with the council.  This connection is needed for genuine political representation.  Utilize the model UN as recruiting grounds.  Issue specific community events, e.g. youth symposiums, raise awareness of the council.  Try to get as much press as possible.  Look to local organizations that aren’t necessarily youth specific, e.g. Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) and Scouts.

Goal setting:

Supporting young people; incorporating youth development to improve the effectiveness of youth councils.

Ways to do this:

· Information on how to engage youth

· List of examples of what works

· Outreach process (to attain youth council applicants) – applicable to any youth council, what it’s like to apply from the adult staff perspective and from the youth perspective, councilmember selection process (e.g. alumni review applications- a way to stay engaged with those whose terms are up)
· Jose—Internal engagement, some youth on the council go to the youth serving organizations that they know to recruit members.

Successes and challenges

· Dahlia— The most involved young people tend to have involved adult sponsor, sponsors for the full council will help ensure responsibilities are equally shared.

· MA hosted a youth summit engaging over 700 youth from across the state.

· IA held an event on the issue of nutrition and brought a lot of attention to the council among youth people in the state.

· Challenges of Engaging All Youth:  

· Not always in touch with organizations to conduct outreach.

· State level youth councils can be more accessible. 

Useful information to share

· Best Practices available online

· Information on how youth councils can use social networks/social marketing

Next steps:

· What info can be posted on the toolkit?
· Jacob – to do a write up of the nutrition event that engaged youth and brought awareness of the council; will work with Annelise Plooster.
· Jose—to do a write up of the youth summit and/or application process in MA.
· Danielle to send dates for next call to the full network.
