National Youth Council Subgroup
Thursday, February, 4, 2010
6 p.m. EST


1. Introductions
On the call: 

· Robin Stone, Cuyahoga County, OH

· Lawrence Mahoney-Jones, Philadelphia, PA

· Alex Wirth, Santa Fe, NM

· Patty MacMahon, Boston, MA

· Jose Rodrigues, MA

· Danielle Evennou, The Forum
2. History (see attached discussion draft legislation)

· In 2006, the Tom Osborne Federal Youth Coordination Act passed as part of the Older American’s Act (Public Law 109-365).  This legislation established the Federal Youth Development Council consisting of 11 department Secretaries, non-profit leaders, and young people, charged with developing an overarching federal youth strategy.  While authorized, no funding was appropriated for this Council and so it was never created. 
· In 2008 (110th Congress, 2nd Session), Representative Yarmuth introduced H.R. 7004 to reauthorize the Federal Youth Coordination Act. This version of the bill would create a White House Office of National Youth Policy, charged with developing, coordinating, promulgating, and overseeing the implementation of a National Youth Strategy to maximize the efficiency and effectiveness of youth services. 

· Section 807 of the proposed reauthorization of the Federal Youth Coordination Act establishes a “National Youth Advisory Board” consisting of young people, charged with working with state and local youth councils to advise the President, the heads of Federal departments and agencies providing youth services, and other senior Federal Government officials on proposed and pending legislation, budget expenditures, and other policy matters with respect to youth, particularly disadvantaged youth. 

· Despite letters from Senators Reid, Dodd, Kennedy, and Stabenow, and Representatives Miller, Kildee, and Yarmuth urging President Obama to create a White House Office on Children and Youth, the administration has yet to give its explicit approval.  Until the White House indicates its support, the legislation is unlikely to advance. 

· Whether or not the White House Office on Children and Youth is created, we still strongly believe that the creation of a Federal Youth Council is essential to give young people a voice in the policy decisions which affect their lives.  For that reason, we are currently exploring the viability of advancing a new piece of legislation that establishes a Federal Youth Council – unbundling it from the broader legislation which would also create the White House Office. 

· We are currently seeking out offices that would be interested in taking the lead in such a bill. 

3. Current Status

· Forum staff has begun targeted conversations, on behalf of the Network, to determine a handful of organizations to be at the core of developing the federal youth council legislation and for building momentum both out in the field and on Capitol Hill.  
· So far, Forum staff has met with Mobilize.org, Campus Progress, Advocates for Youth, and Youth Service America.  Youth Service America and Advocates for youth are on board for being a part of the core team to move the legislation.  Moblize.org is checking in with higher-ups.  Campus Progress is supportive, but will not be a member of the core team or organizations to push the legislation.

· We will be meeting with the Campaign for Youth and The Corps Network and would love to have you on the line.  Please let Danielle know if you or a member of your council can make it! (Danielle@forumfyi.org)

·  Kisha Bird, Campaign for Youth, CLASP, Feb 12 10:00 AM ET

· Sally Prouty + others, The Corps Network, afternoon of Feb 24

· Once a core group of supporters is developed, we can strategize with the broader group on next steps at an in person meeting.  We would like to have local/regional youth councils members present as well as on the phone / SKYPE.

· Possible dates:
· Wednesday, March 3, 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM ET - Alix, Robin, Patty
· Friday, March 5, 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM ET - Patty
· When this core group of national organizations commits to partner on the work and spend a lot of time working on, we will reach out to the full set of organizations in the field to see who else wants to be involved.

· Other organizations to involve:

· National 4-H - national meeting coming up

· DoSomething.org - Alex will reach out to

· National League of Cities - Congressional Cities mtg coming up in March 

· Boys and Girls Clubs


4.  Direction for the Future - Thoughts and Suggestions
Discussion points

· Patty - Might be helpful to find a specific agency (e.g. Department of Labor) that wants to take a little ownership over youth engagement in policy through a national youth council.  It may be hard to have some success involving each federal agency.
· Lawrence - List our goals as a Network, (e.g. Why Philadelphia wants to be involved & why MA wants to be involved in creating a national youth council).

· Alix - Reach out to national organizations like DoSomething.  Also, it may be good to connect with youth councils of national organizations like YSA and America's Promise, etc.

· Pursue the national youth council also on the executive side, through executive order.  Make it something that the President wants to do , use Congress for funding and to codify it so that it doesn't die out with the next administration.
· Have a town hall meeting with young people and the President, include youth council members who care about how policy impacts young people.  This will gain attention for youth involvement in policymaking and demonstrate the value of having a Federal Youth Council.
· Alix - We should have the support of NM on the hill - Sen. Udall, Sen. Bingaman, Rep. Teague.

· Danielle to find out -- 

· What work has been done to push the federal youth council (as standalone legislation) with the executive branch?
· Who are our contacts at the Domestic Policy Council?

· Has any work been done to education the executive branch (e.g. President & DPC) on youth engagement in policymaking? (aside from youth councils October briefing)

· Send materials from briefing - http://forumfyi.org/content/youth-councils-convening-and-call-materials
· Create a for the executive branch proposal, with mission statement and options for engaging youth from town hall meeting to creation of a federal youth council.

· Patty - In 1995, President Clinton met with the Boston Mayor's Youth Council.  Set a great precedent.  Materials on website, Congressional Library.  Would only need to be a small number of youth to be effective, approx. 30 like youth councils convening's in New Orleans / DC.

·  Looking at private funding to pilot the first year of the youth council.  / Something to ask other national organizations about.
· Need to iron out what we want as a Network before meeting with other organizations. / Come up with ma mission (around 3 sentences) clear about what we want to accomplish with the legislation (e.g. national youth voice).
· Alex will create a  first draft of the mission statement, will email out to solicit feedback from the rest of the group.

· We will have a conference call on Monday, February 22 @ 6 PM ET / 1-800-505-4464; PIN 889390.
· In advance of the call each member of the group will go through the discussion draft and come up with edits/points of clarification.

· Each member will also come up with a brief paragraph describing what their youth council can do to help move the federal youth council forward (e.g. gathering support on the hill and gaining grassroots support on the ground in your state/locality/).
